








B I S 


Ami at her next birth , much like thee. 

Through pangs fled to felicity. Milton. 

7. The feamen call a due or proper diftance between {hips lying 
at an anchor, or under fail, a birth. Alfo the proper place a- 
board for a mefs to put their chefts, £5 V. is called the birth of 
that mefs. Alfo a convenient place to moor a {hip in, is called 
a birth. Harris . 

Bi'rthday. n.f [from birth and day.] 

1. The day on which any one is born. 

Orient light. 

Exhaling firft from darknefs, they beheld 

Birthday of heaven and earth. Milton's Paradife Lojl , b. vii. 

2. The day of the year in which any one was born, annually ob- 
ferved. 

This is my birthday ; as this very day 
Was Caflius born. Shakefp. ’Julius Cafar, 

They tell me, ’tis my birthday., and I’ll keep it 
With double pomp of ladnefs : 

’Tis what the day deferves, which gave me breath. Dryden. 
Your country dames, 

Whofe cloaths returning birthday claims. Prior. 

Bi'rthdom. n.f [This is erroneoufly, I think, printed in 
Shakefpeare , birtbdoom. It is derived from birth and dom. See 
Dom; as kingdom, dukedom, j Privilege of birth. 

Let us rather 

Hold fad the mortal fword ; and, like good men, 

Beftride our downfaln birthdom. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

Bi'rthnight. n.f [from birth and night.] 

1. The night in which any one is born. 

Th’ angelicic fong in Bethlehem field. 

On thy birthnight , that fung the Saviour born. Par. Regain. 

2. The night annually kept in memory of any one’s birth. 

A youth more glitt’ring than a birthnight beau. Pope. 
Bi'rthplace. n.f. [from birth and place.] Place where any 
one is born. 

My birthplace have I and my lovers left ; 

This enemy’s town I’ll enter. Shakefp. Coriolanus. 

A degree of ftupidity beyond even what we have been ever 
charged with, upon the fcore of our birthplace and climate. 

Swift's Addrcfs to Parliament. 
Birthright, n.f [from birth and right.] The rights and 
privileges to which a man is born ; the right of the firft born. 
Thy blood and virtue 

Contend for empire in thee, and thy goodnefs 
Shares with thy birthright. Shakejp. All's well that ends well. 
And haft been found 

By merit, more than birthright , Son of God. 

Milton's Parad. Lojl, b. iii. 1 . 308. 
I lov’d her firft, I cannot quit the claim. 

But will preferve the birthright of my paffion. Otway’s Orph. 

While nobafenefs in this breaftlfind, 

I have not loft the birthright of my mind. Dryden s Aurengz. 
To fay, that liberty and property are the birthright of the 
Englifh nation, but that if a prince invades them by illegal me- 
thods, we muft upon no pretence refift, is to confound govern- 
mcnts> Addifon's Whig Examiner. 

Birthstra'ngled. adj. [from birth and Jlrangle.] Strangled 
or fufFocated in being born. 

Finger of birthjlrangl’ d babe. 

Ditch deliver’d by a drab. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

Birthwort. n. f. [from birth and wort ; I fuppofe from a qua- 
lity of haftening delivery. Arijlolochia, Lat.j I he name of a 

! The ftalks are flexible ; the leaves are placed alternately on 
the branches ; the flowers confift of one leaf, are of an ano- 
malous figure, hollowed like a pip -, and ftiaped like a tongue, 
«-cnerallv hooked ; the flower cup turns to a membraneous, 
oval fliaped fruit, divided into five cells, and full of flat feeds. 
'The fnecies are, i. The round rooted birthwort . 2. The climb- 
in^ birthwort. 3- Spanifh birthwort. Sic. The firft and fecond 
arc fometimes ufed in medicine, and are eafily propagated by 

parting their roots. M ' llar ‘ 

Bl'SCOTIN. n.f. [French.] A confection made of flour, lugar, 

marmalade, eggs, &c. . 

Bi'scuit n.f. [from bis, twice, Lat. and emt, baked, hr.J 

1. A kind of hard dry bread, made to be carried to fca; it is 
baked for long voyages four times. 

The bifeuit alfo in the {hips, efpecially in the Spanifh gal- 

lies, was grown hoary, and unwholefome. _ 

b K?iolles s Hijlory of the Turks . 

Manv have been cured by abftinence from drink, eating dry 
bifeuit, which creates no tliirft, and ftrong fruftions four or five 
times a day Arbuthnot on Diet. 

2. A compolition of fine flour, almonds, and fugar, made by the 

To Bise'ct. v. a. [from binus and feco, to cut, Lat.] To div ide 

into two parts. , , . , 

The rational horizon hifefieth the globe into two equal parts. 

Brawn's Vulgar Errours, b. vi. c. 5. 
Bisection, n.f. [from the verb.] A geometrical term, figni- 
fyine the divilion of any quantity into two equal parts. 
BI'SHOP. n.f [from epifeopus, Lat. the Saxons formed bifeop. 
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which was afterwards foftened into bijlsop.] One of die head 
order of the clergy. 

A bijhop is an overfeer, or fuperintendant, of religious mat 
ters in the chriftian church. Ayliffe's Paragon 

You fhall find him well accompany’d 0 * 

With reverend fathers, and well learned bijhop t. 

Shakefp. Richard I}] 

Their zealous fupcrftition thinks, or pretends, they cannot 
do God a greater fen-ice, than to deftroy the primitive, apofto- 
lical, and anciently univerfal government of die church by hi. 

flop*' . K. Charles. 

In cafe a bijhop mould commit treafon and felony, and forfeit 
his eftate, with his life, the lands of his biflioprick remain ftjll 
in the church. South. 

On the word bijhop, in French evique, I would obfen-e, that 
there is no natural connexion between the facrcd office and the 
letters or found ; for evcque, and bijhop , fignify die fame office, 
though there is not one letter alike in them. Watts's Logick. 
Bi'shop. n. f A cant word for a mixture of wine, oranges, and 
fugar. 

Fine oranges. 

Well roafted, with fugar and wine in a cup. 

They’ll make a fweet bijhop, when gentle folks fup. Swift. 
To Bi'shop. v.a. [from the noun.] To confirm j to admit fo- 
lcmnly into the church. 

They are propliane, imperfect, oh ! too bad, 

Except confirm’d and bijhoped by thee. Donne. 

Bi'shoprick. n.f. [biycoppice, Saxon.] The diocefe of a bi- 
{hop ; die diftrict over which the jurifdi&ion of a biiliop ex- 
tends. 

It will be fit, that, by the king’s fupreme power in caufes ec- 
defiaftical, they be fubordinate under folne bifliop, and bijhop- 
rick, of this realm. Bacons Advice to Villiert. 

A virtuous woman fliould reject marriage, as a good man 
does a bijhoprick ; but I would advife neither to perfift in refut- 
ing. Addifon. Spectator, N° 89. 

Thofe paftors had epifco’pal ordination, poflefled prefer- 
ments in the church, and were fometimes promoted to bijhop- 
ricks themfelves. Swift on the Sentiments of a Church of E. man. 
Bi'shopsweed. [ Ammi , Lat.] The name of a plant. 

This is an umbelliferous weed, with fmall flriated feeds; 
the petals of the flowers are unequal, and fhaped like a heart. 
The feeds of the greater bijhopswced are ufed in medicine, and 
fhould be fown in an open fituation, early in die fpring. Mill. 
Bisk. n.f. [bifque, Fr.] Soup; broth made by boiling fcvcral 
forts of fleft. 

A prince, who in a foreft rides aftray. 

And, weary, to fome cottage finds the way, 

•Talks of no pyramids, or fowl, or bisks ot fifti. 

But hungry fups his cream ferv’d up in earthen difh. 

King’s Art of Cookaj. 

Bi'sket. See Biscuit. 

Bi'smuth. n.f. The fame as marcafite ; it properly figmfics 
a hard, white, britde, mineral fubftance, of a metalline na- 
ture, found at Mifnia ; though fuppofed to be only a recre- 
mentitious matter thrown oft" in the formation of tin, as unfit 
to enter its compofition. There are fome, however, who 
efteeni it a metal fui generis ; though it ufually contains fome 
filver. There is an artificial bifmuth made, for the {hops, of 

tin. ... T , T 

Bi'ssextile. n.f. [from bis, and fextihs, Lat] Leap year; 
the year in which die day, arifing from fix odd hours in each 
year, is intercalated. , . 

The year of the fun confifteth of three hundred and iixty 
five days and fix hours, wanting eleven minutes ; which fix 
hours omitted, will, in dme, deprave the compute; and this 
was the occafion of bijfextile , or leap ycar.^ 

Brown s Vulgar Errours, b. iv. c. 12* 
Towards the latter end of February is the bijfextile or nitcr- 
calar dav ; called bijfextile, becaufe the fixth of die calends ot 
March is twice repeated. Holder m Time. 

Bi'ssON. adj. [derived by Skinner from by and Jin-] Blind. 

But who, oh ! who hath feen the moblcd queen. 

Run barefoot up and down, direat’ning the flames 
With biffon rheum. Shakefp. Hamlet. 

What harm can your bijfon confpe6luu.es glean out of® 
chara&cr. Shakefp. or- 

BI’STRE. n.f. [French.] A colour made of chimney foot ?? 
cd, and then diluted with water; ufed by painters in walhmg 



•oux. 


BiVroR^./ [bijlorta, Lat.] The name of a plant called alfo 

Bl^oTr Y . 5 mftbijLn, Fr.] A f..rgcon’sinftrumentufcd m 

making incifions, of which there arc three forte i the bbo 
the firft turns like that of a lancet ; butthe flight 
the blade fixed in the handle; the crooked 
like a half moon, having the edge on die infidc. 

Bisu'r.cous. adj. [bifukus. Lat.] Cloveiifootcd. . 

For the fwinc, although multiparous, yet being UfiW* 
only clovenhoofed, are farrowed with open eyes, as othc bj^ 
ecus animals. Brown s I u { gar -1 1 surl J. r j] t h c 

Bit. n.f. [birol, Saxon.]^ Signifies the whole machine 0 . 
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• .,1 appurtenances of a bridld, as the bit-mouth, the branches, 
die curb, the fevil holes, the tranchefil, and the crofs chains; 
but fometimes it is ufed to fignify only the bit-mouth in parn- 

u Earners Diet. 

Thev light from their horfes, pulling ofF their bits , that they 
mHit fomething refrefh their moudis upon the grafs. Sidney. 

0 We have ftriift ftatutes, and moft biting laws. 

The needful bits and curbs of headftrong ftceds. 

Shakefp. MeaJurc for Mcafure. 

He hath the bit faft between his teeth, and away he runs. 

Stillingpeet. 

Unus’d to the reftraint 
Of curbs and bits , and fleeter than die winds. 

Bit. n.f. [from bite.] 

j. As much meat as is put into the mouth at once. 

How many prodigal bits have Haves and peafants 
This night engluttcd ? Shakefp. Ttmon of Athens. 

Follow your tundlion, go and batten on cold bits. Shakefp. 
The mice found it troublefome to be ftill climbing die oak 
for every bit they put in their bellies. > L’EJlrange. 

By this the boiling kettle had prepar’d, 

And to the table fent the fmoaking lard, 

A fav’ry bit , that ferv’d to relifti wine. Dryden' s Fables. 

John was the darling ; he had all the good bits, was cram- 
med with good pullet, chicken, and capon. Arbuthnot s J. Bull. 

2. A fmall piece of any thing. 

Then clap four flices of pilafter on’t. 

That, lac’d witli bits of ruftick, makes a front. Pope. 

He bought at thoufands, what with better wit 
You purchafe as you want, and bit by bit. Pope s EpiJllcs. 
His majefty has power to grant a patent for ftamping round 
bits of copper, to every fubjedt he hath. Swift. 

3. A Spanifh Weft Indian filver coin, valued at fevenpence half- 
penny. 

4. A bit the better or worfe. In the fmalleft degree. 

There are few that know all the tricks of thefe lawyers ; 
for aught I can fee, your cafe is not a bit clearer than it was 
feven years ago. Arbuthnot' s Hijlory of J. Bull. 

To Bit. v.a. [from the noun.] To put the bridle upon a 
horfe. 

Bitch, n.f. [bitjc, Saxon.] 

1. The female of die canine kind ; as the wolf, die dog, the fox, 
the otter. 

And at his feet a bitch wolf fuck did yield 
To two young babes. Spenf. Vifion of Bellay. 

1 have been credibly informed, that a bitch will nurfe, play 

•with, and be fond of young foxes, as much as, and in place of 
her puppies. Locke. 

2. A name of reproach for a woman. 

John had not run a madding fo long, had it not been for an 
extravagant bitch of a wife. Arbuthnot’ s Hijlory of J. Bull. 
To BITE. v. a. pret. I bit ; part. pafT. I have bit, or bitten, [bi- 
ran, Saxon.] 

1. To crufh, or pierce with the teeth. 

My very enemy’s dog. 

Though he had bit me, ftiould have flood that night 
Againll my fire. Shakefp. King Lear. 

Such fmiling rogues as thefe. 

Like rats, oft bite the holy cords in twain. 

Too intricate t’ unloofe. Shakefp. King Lear. 

Thefe arc the youths that thunder at a playhoufe, and fight 
for bitten apples. Shakefp. Henry VIII. 

He falls ; his arms upon his hotly found. 

And with his bloody teeth lie bites the ground. Dryden. 
There was lately ayoung gentleman bit to the bone, who has 
now indeed recovered. Tatler , N° 62. 

Their foul mouths have not opened their lips without a fal- 
fity ; though they have {howed their teeth as if they would bite 
oft my nofe. Arbuthnot and Pope’s Martinus Scriblerus. 

2 . To give pain by cold. 

Here feel we the icy phang. 

And churlifh chiding of the winter’s wind ; 

Which when it bites and blows upon my body, 

Ev’n till I fhrink with cold, I (mile. Shakefp. As you like it. 

Full fifty years hamefs’d in rugged fteel, 

I have endur’d the biting winter’s blalF, 

And the feverer heats of parching fummer. 

_ , . Rowe's Ambitious Stepmother. 

3. 1 0 hurt or pam with reproach. 

Each poet with a diff’rent talent writes ; 

One praifes, one inftructs, another bites. Rofcomrnan. 

4. To cut; to wound. J 

I ve feen the day, with my good biting faulchion, 

I would have made them fkip. Shakefp. King Lear. 

5. 1 o make the mouth fmart with an acrid tafte. 

It may be the firft water will have more of the feent as 
more fragrant; and the fecond more of the tafte, as more bit- 

r % T .' “ bttm Z' Bacon’s Natural Hijlory, N 3 21 

0- I 0 cheat; to trick; to defraud : a low phrafe. 

Afleep and naked as an Indian lay. 

An honeft factor ftolc a gem away : 

He pledg’d it to the knight; the knight had wit, 
o kept the diamond, and the rogue was bit* p r ,p c 


BiT 

If,™ W allowed half the 


with you, they would have been ftrangely , 

thought only to fall in love with a fair lady. Pep* s Fetters. 
Bite. n.f. [from the verb.] 

1. The feizure of any thing by the teeth. . . 

Does he think he can endure the everlafting burnings, o 
arm himfelf againft the bites of the never dying worm - South. 
Nor dogdays parching heat, that fplits the rocks, ) 
Arc half fo harmful as the greedy flocks ; Y 

Their venom’d bite, and fears indented on the ftocks. J 
Dryden' s Virgil's Georgicks, b. ii. 1 . 522. 

2. The act of a fi(h that takes the bait. 

I have known a very good After angle diligently four or fix 
hours for a river carp, and not have a bite. IP alton s dug cr. 

3. A cheat ; a trick ; a fraud ; in low and vulgar language. ^ 

Let a man be ne’er fo wife. 

He may be caught with fober lies ; 

For take it in its proper light, 

’Tis juft what coxcombs call a bite. Stuff. 

4. A {harper; one who commits frauds. 

Bi'ter. n.f. [from bite.] 


Camden’s Remains. 


He that bites. 

Great barkers arc no biters. 

2. A fift apt to take the bait. 

He is fo bold, that he will invade one of his own kind,^ and 
you may therefore eafily believe him to be a bold bita\ IValton. 

3. A tricker ; a deceiver. 

A biter is one who tells you a thing, you have no rcafon to 
difbelieve in itfelf, and perhaps has given you, before he bit 
you, no reafon to difbelieve it for his faying it; and, if you 
give him credit, laughs in your face, and triumphs that he has 
deceived you. He is one who thinks you a fool, becaufe you 
do not think him a knave. Speflator , N 3 504. 

Bi'ttacle. n.f. A frame of timber in the fteerage of a fhip, 
where the compafs is placed. Di£h 

Bi'tten. particip. pajf. [from to bite', which fee.] 

BETTER, adj. [bireji, Saxon.] 

1. Having a hot, acrid, biting tafte, like wormwood. 

Bitter things are apt rather to kill than engender putrefac- 
tion. Bacon's Nat. Hijl. N 1 * 6q6. 

Though a man in a fever fhould, from fugar, have a bitter 
tafte, which, at another time, produces a fvvcct one; yet the 
idea of bitter in that man’s mind, would be as clear and dif- 
tindl from the idea of fweet, as if he had tafted only gall. 

Locke. 

2. Sharp; cruel; fevere. 

Friends now faft fworn, 

Unfeparable, fhall within this hour. 

On a diflenfion of a doit, break out 

To bitterejl enmity. Shakefp. Coriolanus : 

Hufoands, love your wives, and be not hitter againft them. 

Colojf. iii. 19. 

The word of God, inftead of a bitter, teaches us a charitable 
real. Sprat. 

3. Calamitous; mifcrable. 

Noble friends and fellows, whom to leave 
Is only bitter to him, only dying ; 

Go with me, like good angels, to my end. Shakefp. H. VIIT. 

A dire indu&ion am I wit nets to ; 

And will to France, hoping, the conic qucnce 

Will prove as bitter, black, and tragical. Shakefp. Rich. III. 

Tell him, that if I bear my bitter fate, 

’Tis to behold his vengeance for my foil. Dryden s JEneis. 

4. Painful; inclement. 

And ftun the bitter confequencc : for know. 

The day thou eat’ft thereof, my folc command 
T ranfgreft, inevitably thou {halt die. Paradife Lojl, b. viii. 
The fowl the borders fly. 

And ftun the bitter blaft,and wheel about the fley. Dryden. 

5. Sharp ; reproachful ; fatirical. 

Go with me. 

And, in the breath of bitter words, let’s Another 

, Ts/ty d i u / med fon - Shakefp. Richard]]]. 

6 . Mournful ; afflfoted. 

Wherefore is light given unto him that is in miferv, and life 
unto the bitter in foul ? j 0 f m , 0< 

7. In any manner, unpleafing or hurtfuL 

Bitter is an equivocal word; there is bitter wormwood, 
there are bitter words, there arc bitter enemies, and a bitter cold 
morning. Watts’s Logick. 

Bi t ter gourd, n.f. [colocynlhis, Lat.j The name of a p];mt. 
it is, in all refpe&s, like the gourd, excepting the leaves of 
the plant bemg deeply jagged, and the fruit being excefiivelv 
bitter, and not eatable. There are feveral varieties of this 

Pfer™ are Vcr >' common *n divers parts of the Eaft and 
Weft Indies. T.p,, 

Bi'tterly. adv . [from bitter .] " ‘ 

1. With a bitter tafte. 

2. In a bitter manner ; forrowfuily ; calamitouflv. 

I fo lively a6led with my tears, 

J hat my poor miftrefs, moved therewithal. 


Wept bitterly. 


Shakefp. Two Gentlemen of Verona. 

Bitterly 
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